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Maſſuchuſets Colony, at Boſton in N. B. bly, Gy... 
ir'of the third Mount, 1670. being th 
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By Samuel Danforth, Paſtor of * Church 7 
Chriſt in Roxbury in N | 5 


ler. 2.2. Go, and cry in the ears of Frruſalem, ſaying. Thee /aith the DA 14 
remember thee, the kindaeſs of thy youth, the love of thine 
when thou wentcſt after me in the Wilderneſs, is a Land that was not. Th 
ſown. 2 1 

3. Vrael was Holineſs nnto the Lord, and the forft- ſrnits of bis ineveaſe— | 

5. Thus ſaith the Lord, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that | 
the, are gone far from me, and bave Wen ter * ard are be- 
come vain / 
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Chriſlian Reader, 


ood is it? Prov.15.23. And again, A word fidly 
poken is like Apples of gold in pictures of ſilver, 
„ Chap.25. 11. Such were the words of ewr Lord eſe, N 
f ho ee er e e Doctriae e theſe 
ft the up 2 of 
by t 'M 
bo plain, but þ x; en ama aid bow per 
"Y, 7 profous were thoſe Oracles which fue | 
5 G's none are ignorant, 
740 —— _ 60 


el 
more Tee, 


.to -4 more emits" ; 
virtue, then tho 7 won 6 
e Lord bimſeiſ; w 
._ which the following Sermon is ſpent... 
' of onr Saviour therein, 3 
will not, at the 2 be diſcerned * 


Reader; but Wiſdome is juſtified of her children. eh eaf, — | — 
ableneſe, and ſmitableneſs of this work which is now in thine hand; | ; 

unto de 
jadicious Chriſtian, whaſe heart doth indeed travel with the ti 5 © * 


anto our preſent Wilderneſr-ſtate, will commmd it ſrif 


bouring Intereſt of the Kingdome of our Lord in theſe Ends 
of the E arth + The 3 ir ſo 22 an 
mentation, being ſo profitable for Doctrine, for R 2 
Correction, for inftractioni rjghieouſacſs at jmgb 7 
hy our Lord fteſus for ſuch a as that, wbercon 1 
was Preached, (and alſo before ſuch an Aae ory). u boſo 4 5 
the former, will nor diſapprove the latter; the Reverend Author | 
A 2 thereof 


Word ſpokenin due ſeaſon (ith Solomon) how ” | 
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* To the Chriſtian Reader. 3 
* thereof obſerving therein the Saying of that. Apoſtoliek Manof 
God (and very judicious in his Advice to younger Mimfters about 
| | ſuch matters) his moſt Reverend 3 bleſſed Memory, Mr. 
| Wilſon, 2iz. That he delighted in ſuch a Sermon wherein the 
v | Preacher kept cloſe unto his Text, and the proper ſcope thereof, 
| and wandered not from it by needleſs excurfions, and imperti- 

nent enlargements. 

The loſs of firſt love, firſt to Chriſt, and ſo to the Subjects, and 

Order of bis Kingdome, being 4 Radical Diſeaſe too tremendouſly 

growing upon . 4 part of the: Body of Profeſſors in this 

Land, antoa icean lukewar mneſs in the matters of God, n. 

4 | withſkanding the fig ral, and unparallel Experiences of the bl:ſſing 
- e God upon this people, a people (0 often ſaved by the Lore 

. ix the Way of Moſes and Aaron's meeting, and kiſſing one another 
[- n in the Mount of God, and the obſervation ef that Dec lenſan 

8 jaſtiy calling for ſo meet an Antidote and faithful Caution, as is 
* the enſuing Sermon (eu U ve, df res ci as nrypie, e 

de «Tobin Iv1vuer® x, Sorduics) unto ſuch, to review, and con- 
ſider in earneſt their Errand into this Wilderneſs : and the rece- 

E very of their affeltions to the Name of Chriſt, in the chaſtity, vi- 

* eur, and fer vour thereof, by 4 tborongl- Reformation 1. in. 

a the Matters of bis Worſhip, being 4 7 in this hour of 

5 Temptation incumbent, as on the Magiltracy in their Sphere, ſo on. 

E - the Miniſtry is theirs, whereby they may declare themſelves loyal to 

5 Chriſt is their Generation · work, hath no doubt inclined the heart 
333 f this Servant of bi, to yield unto the Perſwaſions f divers, | 

3 that theſe his Meditations might be publiſted, and ſo (through tha 
bleſſing of God) advance that deſired Reformation. It tanita © 

| looſe Toleration, vor 4 rigid Independent-Separation, but an 

holy, and brother ly Reformation which a ſhould in ſuch an 

| be endeavonring. And how perilo a Sceptical Indifferency, 

: er 4 Reed like Vacillation, much more wilful Oppoſition to the Do- 

A rxint and Way ef the firft Fathers and Foun ders of this Colony 

a in Matters of Religion, would beg. were it onely in thoſe two Points 
| | about the Magiltraces Coercive N ver in Matters of Religion, 
"HT; (contrary to that Toleration aforeſaid) and about Communion of 
| i Churches in Synods, &. deſcribed alſe bz them, from the _—y 

2 6 


is the ſervice 
| 3 aud with the W Works of the Lord in 


1 Jag. f Joſeph, „ Joſhus , — or we 


'To 15 Chriſtian Tender: © # Wy 
Ged, in the Plarfortn of Diſcipline ( | 


e things mean 1 ſel hs 


Jv irporeſtatis : and 2. on poteſt ol 
Ln. It is ſaid 1 ren (Joſh.24.31.) that Iſrael” overt 158%. 
the Lord all the dayes of Joſhus, and all the dayes of the Bidern . „ 
that out. lived Joſhua, and which had known allche works of the, - 5. 


Lord that he had done for Iſrael: It i mucb to Iſraels advent: 
God, When the Lord gr Ow agen 3 
are acquainted with the Firſt Wayes 22 


—— a this 
3 


hes laying the Foundation of r 
L And it is reeor ).45 an 
lamitorxs fate, in that 2 Lord had 


and bleſſed them, that there arofe up a New King 


the of God in heading” bis 
Moſes and Aaron in their primitive gt 2575 
minded by theſe or thoſe, o-_— 2 
LINES 
ain, of that ex * Interrog 
— went ye —— into t Wilderneſs ro ford e 
there ariſe ſuch — Generation (as is mentioned Judg. 2. 11.) 
after our Fatbers ave removed to reſt from the warfare of the ſer- 
vice of the Tabernacle of God in their Generation, as foonld not © 
know the Lord, nor regard the works which he hath done far 
our Iſrael, what may 222 but that (as the ſo lowing C an- 
text he) the anger of the Lord ſhould wax _—_— 
Iſrael, and that he us alſd into the hand of ſ 3 
Strangers to the FIRST Intention of the peopl: of God in their” 
1 in this Wilderneſs, and ſo to the Delrine of Faith and _ 
ft in Print bebinde them (more ſure and they ſame ' 
Unwritten Traditions thereabout). may prove — Intra- 
ments to OUR Ruine, if the Lord in-mercy prevent nov. 
It was the commendation of Timothy bj Paul, 2 751.3. 10,1 . 
4: alſo a pri table inſfraction and encouragement to him, when he 
ſaith, Bui chou baſt fully known my doctrine, manner 
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pux pe 2 charicy, patience, perſecutions, 
Rions w 
what perſecutions 1 endur ed; but out of them all the Lor 


delivered me: the like may be ſaid of this Reverend Servaut of 


the Lord, my dtar Brother in Chriſt, to whom it hath ſeemed good 
rann evagw wow d, (according to that. word of 


Wiſdeme which i given to bim by that [ame holy Spirit, from whom 
proceed thoſe diverfities of gifts, which he divides to every man ſeve- 


rally as be will) to leave this enſuing Teſtimony of his ſollicitude for 


the poor Woman fled alſo into this Wilderneſs, unto the conſ deration 
of all ſuch as are wiſe hearted in Iſrael. Hus nearneſs to, and 


with my Ever-bonenred Father now with God (he being 


brought up with him as 4 Son With a Father) commands from my 
Pen 4 glad apprt bending the opportunity of performing this ſervice 


of waits it to the Preſs; praying, that the Lord would 
. as Goads, and Nails faſtened by the Ma- 
ſters of Aſſemblies, and given by that one Shepherd che Lord 


eu: Tn whom I am 


Thine, for the ſervice of thy Faith, 


T homas Shepard. 


A BRIEF 


came unto me at Antioch,at Iconium, at Luer | 
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| But what went ye-out-far to fee . 44 bia, 
a0 vun, and more then a 


Kings houſes... n | ; av z 


bis Min 
City: of Padea,; bur in 
,' retired and ſolitary 
ſelf from the envy and prepoſterous 
dicted to their old Traditions, and alſo 
from the noiſe and tumult 'of their ſecular 
neſſes, which might have obſtructed their 
attendance untb s Doctrine. The 
was entertained by all ſorts with ſingulat 
ont to him fernſalem and all Fudea, and all the 
Zordan, Mat. 3.5. but after awhile, the people's 


35. 


| N 
I from Jelns Meſſen- 


iſtration, and revive 
on in the heartt and conſciences of 
ere ge with an 
0 callerh Commintication : gravely 1 
viring to what pur 
* what don 
The general © ne- 
brion, 2. The particular En- 
F rhe Queſtion. 
Went ye owt 7 — 
went, ye our to . 


D fel .and ſtands — * but 
n it, but it ſhakes and trem- 
then gets up again: and a- 
lifes up it ſelf again. A notable 
ſtant per ſons, who in times 
a fair an ible Teſtimony to 
do the winds of Temptation blow 
of Troubles roll over them, but 
prevailing Party: but when the 
| 1 ves and aſſert the Tru. h 
th _ F ſt Enquiry is, Went ye out 
> into 
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alſo the force of a negation, 9. 4. Surely ye went not intothe * 
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„ 
vity, our Saviour ſets forth one of fokn's excellencies, vis. his 
eminent Conftancy in aſſerting the Truth. The winds of various 
temptations þoth'on the right hand and on the left, blew upon 
him, yet he wavered not in his teſtimony concerning Chrilt, He 
cont ſſed and denied not, but con'eſſed the tt uth. e 
Then the general Queſlion ts repeated, But what went ye t 
for to ſee? anda ſecond particular Enquiry made, Was it t@ + 


1 


ſee 4 man cluthed in ſoft raiment? This Interrogation hath” 


* 
* 
" 
<< 
7 


Wilder neſs co ſee a man clothed: in ſilken and coſtly Ap 02S 
The reaſon of this is added; Behold, thin that wear ſoft clothu 
ave in Kings honſes, Delicate and colily Apparel is to be expe 
ed in pihces Courts, and not in wilde Woods and Forrelts. 

Under the negation of Job's affc ation of Courtly delicacy, * 
our Saviour ſets forth another of John's excellencies, vis. his 2 
ſirgular gravity and ſobriety, who wore rough garments, and „ 
lived on courſe and mean fare, Mat. 3. 4. which auſtere kinde o, 5 


28 = 
8 5 


i1>s 


life was accommodated to the place and work ot his Miniſt 
John Pre::ched in the Wildernefs, which was no fit plat 9 | 
ſilken and ſoft raiment. His work was to prepare a people ſor 
the Lord, by calling them off from worldly pomp and unit 
unto repentance and mourning for ſin. His peculiar habit ng727 
diet was ſuch as became a penitentiary Preacher, RO 
Thirdly, the generall Queſtion is reicerated , But - wie. 77 
went ye out for to (ee? and a third particular Enquiry. WA: 
Was it to ſee 4 Prophet? This Interrogarionis to be underſtood +7 
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affirmatively, 9. d. no doub: hut it was to ſee a Prophet. Hdd 
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not John been a rare and excellent Miniſter of God, you would < 2 
never have gone out of your Cities into the deſert to have ſeen 
him. Thus our Saviour ſets forth another of Fob#'s admirablse 
exceilencies, viz, his Prophctical Office and Function. _ 

B 445. 420088; ;" 
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/ Ye, . eee ap e * 
T er. A tebi r, wore, or abundant wore then 4 Pr 
dun, and much more then a Pro, 


was 76 much 


ä : x then a Prophet? John — Herald ſent imme- 


tely before his face, to proclaim his and Kin 
© the people for the reception of him by the Ba 


epentance, ver.1o. Hence it follows ver.11. Amon al 
1 women, there bath not ri en Pro ae 


EN was ehe then any 1 that were 


aces and virtues, 


1 us that lie ee in the 
2 Fo, who was the kacber of che l or Moſes 


7, who was the meekeſt man on earth, or David in 
; Q@ who was a man after Gods own heart. or Solomon 


3 
8 a 


ple. All the Prophets ſaw Chriſt 
preſent,. baptized him, and ap- 
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and bare record that thi i the Son of God, Joh. 1.29, 34. Bat 
* l. in the K ingdime of Heaven, us greater then 
"* ape Propher in the Kingdome of Heaven, i. e. the leal Mis 
of the Goſpel ſince Chriſt's Aſcenſion, is greater then 
not in reſpect of the meaſure of his peiſonal gifts, nor 
in bebe of the manner of his Calling, but in reſpect of the 
Object of his Miniſtry, Chriſt on the 7. ne, * finiſhed the 
Vork of our Redemption, ànd in reſpect of the i" of the 
8 revelation of Chriſt, which is far more clear and wy ho 
B ; 5 Wel 


1 LE 
. a - * 
IE | 


Tea, I ſay unte 


tis Proc and made. room 


d the — to Enn — Behold the Lamb of 'Ged, Fe 


Doct. Such as have ſomttime left their pleaſant Cities and Ha 


in E 


together with the Lords Taber nacle, carried about u arc 


thawed Chrilt in the fcſh and point with his finger,” 

i Tb eo who. 
ered a 8 to our Salvation, $ 

and ſer down * right hand of God. 


bitations to enjey the pare Worſhip of God in 4 „ we: FN | - i 
in time to abate and cool in bi, Feb thereunts : tk 
en the Lord calls nen them ſeriouſly and eng en 
Memories IG was that drew them inte the wilderneſs," 9 
and to conſider that it was wot the expeBiation of Iudicrons le 
vity, nor of Comtly pomp and — , but 745 free '@ ; 
clear diſpenſation of the Goſpel and K "ous nay Ged, 8 N * 7 . 
This Doctrine conſiſts of ewe diſtinct Branches ; © by n 1 — 08 
Branch 1, Sack a have fe their phe Chic 
Habitations, to enjoy the pure Worſhip Godin 4 Wil 
apt in time to abate and n ection therewnts, © 75 E ͤ 
Poſe did the Children of Iſrael ſeave their Cives a 8 
, and go for th into the Widerneſsꝰ was it ne not o % %/ꝶ ᷑6U!ũu: : 
4 Fea to rhe Lord, and to crifice ro the God of ti e . 
That es ee, ch they f chieir 0 
Pharach, Exed.y.1,3. but how ſoon did they forget 
rand into the Wiiderneſs,. 3 mem 
2 = 2 few moneths ri Fay 
Ft, . 4Calf in Hove worſhip ef Ken 
UN of an Ox that ea = | 
P/al.106.19,20. Exod.32.7,8. yea for the ſpace of forty 
in the Wilderneſs, while they pretended to Sacrifice to th 
they indeed wor ſlupped the Stars and the Hoſt of Heav 


the Tabernacle of Moloch, Amos 5.25,26. 48. TY A 
how did it ey ſpend their time in the Wilderneſs, pting 

God, and in murmuring againſt their godly and faithful Te 
and Rulers, Moſes and Aaron? pfal.95 8. To what — 2 2 
did. che Children of the Capri rg upon Cyrw his Proclamation, . 1 
leave their Houſes which t _ built, and their * 405 35 3 


0 bd. rk A, 1 5 —— 
3 — —— not his "bi | Ling of ia obſes 
#7 hh. themſelves, Hag.1.2,3,4, To what purpale did Fer»/alem & 
„& all the region round about 7orden,leave their ſeveral 
d Habitations, and flock into tbe wilderneſs of | Fndea ? 
pt. to ſee that barning and ning light, which God had 
n 97 To hear his heavenly Doctrine, and partake of that 
w Saerament, which he adminiſtred? O how they were af-. 
d with. his rare and excellent gifts l with his clear, lively 
8 pnenr Miniſtry ! The Kingdome of Heaven preſſed in upon. 
9 them with a — 2 and 8 violent, the zealous and aſſe- 
MR tio of the Goſpel, took it by force, Mat. 11. 12. 
Luk. 16. 16. They leapt over all 'diſcouragements and impedi- 
7+... ments, whether outward, as Legal Rires and monies, or ins. 
ard, the fer or; eir.own ſin and unworchinefs, and preſſ. d 
into ee e Kingdome of God, as men ruſh into a Theatre to ſee a 
p8pleaſant Sight, or 8 Souldiers run into a beſiege City, to take 
dhe Spoil thereof: but their hot ſjt is ſoon over, heir aff. ct. on 
Tory 5 Ute 9 pooden Baur, i. e. a ſhort ſeaſon, Job. g. 3. 
Nea. 1. Becauſe the ct ion of many to che Muiſtry of the 
8 ſpel and the pure Worſhip of God, is built upon temporary 
aua tregſtory grounds, as the newe/ry and ftrangencſs of the ma- 
, the rareneſs and excellency- of Aliniſterial Gifts, the voice of. 6 
i people, the countenance of great mes, and the hope of worldly-; * 


I | 8 
AXE "aft 
W 


antage. The Jews had — in ignorance and dat kneſs a long 
ing trained up under whe. ſuperſtitious obſer vances of 
did Traditions, which were vain, emfiry-and unprofi-able 

3 22 and che Chu ci wanted the git of Prophecy about 
four hundred years, and therefore when Jahn the Baptiſt aroſe, 
like bright and burni g lg, Thong amongſt chem wich _ 
mirable 


I. 
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Errand into Fu ee, 


mirable gifts of the Spirit, and extraordinary ſeverity and gra- 
vicy ol manners, proclaiming the Coming and Kingdome o 
the Meſſias, (which had been oft promiſcd and lon g expected) PR 
and prelling the people to Repentance and good N 69 
how they admire and reverence him? eſpecially; when grown - Wt 
popular, and countenanced by Herod the Terrarch- What | 47 
ſweer affeRions are 'kindled ! what great expectations are W 
raiſed! what rv joy is conceived! Hoping (as its pfroo 7 
 **bable) to make uſe of his Authoricy to caſt off the Roman yoke, | 5 . 5 g ii 
and recover their Civil Liberties, Riches and Honours,” Burt 
after a little zequaintance wich Pobn, (for he was a ys, 
Preacher but a year and half) his rine, Admini 3 
and Prophetical Gifts, grew common and ſtale thin 3 
little eſteem with chem; eſpecially, when they ſaw car n * * — Tl 
hopes fruſtrated, the Re Gag ted, and erods counte Ki n 
and carriage toward him chan „ 
Reaſ. 2. Becauſe Prejudice and 
the hearts of many againſt the faithfu 
The Phariſcet and Lawyers came — mn 
of: Peha, but when they hear his ſhar p reprehenſions of 2 „„ 
Fiperow Opinions and Practices, they nauſeate os; Do 175 1 0 Why” 8 
repudiate tis Baptiſm, calumniate his 38. 
Hevodias hath an 1 Borges einen a andy ag 
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Þ at I wit diabol ane 
was an enem re ſociety: and they 4% Buch liſtal 
and abhor Chrift 4 ein neſs — familiarit craducing him, 4 2 
being a ſenſual an \Mluþtuous perſon, give to inte; per e Wy 0 "72 
and ſuxury, and a and Abettor of oſencſ$and profane 4 2 Tre IY 
neſs, Mat. 11. 16 95 Thus dotlr the frowa: dneſs and ub: e 
bornnefs of man, refill and oppyſt che'wifdome and OE | 
of God, who uſerh' various wayes and mitruments: £6 
tals yoor ſinners, but they 9 Toi folly and p 


14 


OO WO WR 
; Mo LR ; 


_  eſtimable 2 and mercy of God in the free and 
% t WW 


CE Ss. Mata —— r I ˙ „„ r e—_ T- 4 


A Recognition of New-Englands - 

neſs, fruſtrate, diſanul and abrogate the counſel of God againſt 
themſelves. The evil ſpirit that troubled Sani, was quieted 
and allayed by the ſweer Melody of David's Harp: but the 
mad and outragious fury that tranſports mer againſt the Truch 
and che Miniſtry thereof, cannot be quicted and allayed by the 
voice of the Char mers, charm they never ſo wiſely. 

Branch II. when men abate and cool in their aff. Fiow to the 


| pure Worſhip of God, Which they went into the Wilderneſs to enjoy, 


the Lord calls upon them ſeriouſly and throughly to examine them- 
ſelves, what it Was that drew them into the Wiliern:ſs, and to con- 


' foaer that it was not the ex pect ation of ludicrom levity, nor of 


Conrtly pomp and delicacy, but of the free and clear diſpenſation 
of the Goſpel and Kingaome of God, Our Saviour knowing chat 
the people had loſt their firſt love and ſingular affect on to the 
revelation of his grace by the Miniſtry of his Herauld ob, 
He is very intenſe in examining them, what expeRation drew 
them into the Wilderneſs : He doth not once nor twice, but 
thrice propound that Queſtion, h went ye ont into the Wil- 
derneſsto ſee ? Yea, in particular he enquires whether it were 
to ſee a man that was like to a Reed oaken with the wind? or 
whether it were to ſee 4 man clothed like a Courtier, or whether 
it were to ſee a Prophet, and then determines the Queſtion, 


concluding that it was to ſee a great and excellent Propher, and 


that had not they ſeen rare and admirable things in him, they 
would never have gone out into the Wilderneſs unto him. 

.. The Reaſon is, Becauſe the ſerious conſideration of the in- 
clear diſpen- 
| ial means 
to convince men of their folly and perverſengfs.in under valuing 


of /ſ-acl after 
Moſes his death, commands him to write that Prophetical 
Song, recorded in Dent. -32. as a Teſtimdny- againſt them: 
wherein the chief remedy, which he preſtribes for the pre- 
vention and healing of their Apoſtacy, is their calling to re- 
membrance Gods great and ſignal love in manifeſting himſelf 
to them in the Wilderneſs, in conducting them ſafely r 
| cifully, 
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Errand into the Wilderneſs. - 


cifully , and giving them poſſeſſion of their promiſed Inheri- 
tance, ver, 7 — 14. And when [/rae! was apoſtatized and 
fallen, the Lord to convince them of their ingratitude and 
folly, brings to their remembrance his deliverance of them our 
of Egypt, his leading them through the Wilderneſs for the 
ſpace of forty years, and not onely giving them poſſeſſion of 
their Enemies Land, but alſo raiſing up, even of their own: 
Fons, Prophets, faithful and eminent Miniſters, and of their 
| —young men Nazarites, who being ſeparated from worldly de- 
ligbts and encumbrances, were Paterns of Purity and Holi- „ 
neſs: all which were great and obliging mercies. Yea, tbe 
Lord appeals to their own Conſciences, whether theſe his fa- IM 
vours were not real and ſignal, Ames 2. 10, 11. The Prophet 
Jeremiah, that he might reduce the people from their back- 
{lidings, cries in the ears of 7er»ſalem, with earneſtneſs and | 
boldneſs declaring unto them, that the Lord remembred bo- 3 
well they ſtood affected towards him, when he firſt choſe tem 
to be his people and eſpouſed them to himſelf, how they fol- „ 
lowed him in the Wilderneſs, and kept cloſe to him in theit 
long and weariſome paſſage through the uncultured Deſert; 
how they were then conſecrated to God, and ſer apart for his 
Worſhip and Service; as the. firſt-fruics are wont to be ſe- 
queſtred and devoted to God: and thereupon expoſtulates 
wich them for their for ſaking the Lord, and following after 
their Idols, Per. 2. 2, 3, 5,6. Surely our Saviour's Dialogiſm' . 
with his Hearers in my Text, is not a meer Rhetorical Elegancy. | 
to adorn his Teſtimony concerning: oba, but a clear and 7 
conviction of their folly in ſlighting and deſpiſing chat which 
they ſometime ſo highly pretended unto, and -a wholeſome ad- 
monition and direction how to recover their primitive aſſection 
to his Doctcine and Adminiſtration, | 
USE J. Of ſolemn and ſerious Enquiry to us all in this 
eneral Aſſembly, Whether we bave not in a great meaſure 
— our Errand into the Wilderneſs. You have ſolemn- 
ly proſeſſed before God, Angels and Men, that the Cauſe of 
your leaving your Country, Kindred and Fathers houſes, 
and tranſporting your ſelves with your Wives, Licele Ones- 
and 
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een Ocean into this waſte and howling 
Liberty to walk in the Faith of the Goſpil 
all good Conſcience arcording to the Order of the Goſp.l, and 
jus of the pure Worſvip of God according to hu Insti- 
wit hes humane Mixtures Ac Impeſitions. Nou let us 
| er our ancient and primitive af.Rions to 
Norious Goſpel, his pure and Spiritual 
r of his Houſe, remain, abide and con- 
tire and inviolate, Our Saviour's re- 
„ina vent ye ont inte the rilderniſs 
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tition, but a ſad conviction of our dul- 
eſs to this eat dury, and a clear demon- 
Araton a me — ght ai. thereof. It may be a grief 
to us to be put upon tion; as it is ſaid of Peter, 
21.17 le Tas " bicanſe be ſaid unto him the thirc 
ime, 4 e AI knoweth that a ſtrict ana 
xam 8 our 5 this point, is no more then 

or fore let us call ro remen brance the former 


of Heaven brake in 
y violenc od 875 y man preſſed into it. 
eacy and power bad the clear and faithful 
G A2 ur hearts 2. how ff. ctionate- 
yon entertain the Kingdome of God? How 
even all ſorts, young and old, high and low, 


| Nn r <piricua good and 
ing — afoirs (which were wreath- 


ere With your gen du might attend upon 
3 od without diſtradt ion. les igt and Faithful in * 
paring your hearts for the reception'of the Word, Jing part 
12 5 Plehineſt and ſuperfluity of naughtinſ3,. that you night re- 
Wen with methneſs the ingraffed word, which is (able to ſave your 
d purging out all malice, guilt, hy wpocrifies, envies, and 


variety) ſo as not to inter- 


5 TS ngs, and as n:w-born «ber, ar 2 rin 1 fincere mi. l 
1 chat 1 might grow rheriby How aitentive in 
hearing 


er "it was nit then better with us, then 
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Errand into the Wilderneſs, 


hearing the everlaſting Goſpel, watching daily at the gates 

Wi{dome, and Waiting at the poſts of her deors, that ye might fi 

eternal life, and obtain favour of the Lord? Gleaning day by day 
in the field of Gods Ordinances, even among the Sheaves, and 
gathering up handfuls, which the Lord let ſall of purpoſe for 
you, and at night going home and beating out what you had 
gleaned, by Meditation, Repetition, Conference, and therewich 


feeding your ſelves and your families. How painful were you 


in recollecting, repeating and diſcourſing of what you heard, 
whetting the Word of God upon the hearts of your Children, 
Servants and Neighbours 2 How fervent in Prayer to Almighty 
God for his divine Bleſſing upon the Seed ſown, that it might 
take root and fructifie? O what a reverent eſteem had you 
in thoſe dayes of Chriſi's faithful Ambaſſadors, that declared 
unto you the Word of Reconciliation! How beantifu! were the 
feet of thim, that preached the Goſpel of peace, and brougbt the glad 
ridings of Salvation! you efteemed them highly in love for their 
works ſake. Their Perſons, Names and Comforts were pre- 
cious in your eyes; you counted your ſelves bleſſed in the en- 


joyment of a Pious, Learned and Orthodox Miniſtry: and 


though you ate the bread of adverſity and drank the water of 
affliction, yet you rejoyced in this, that your eyes ſaw your 
Teachers, they were not removed into corners, and your ears 
heard a word behinde you, ſaying, This is the way, walk ye 
init, when you turned co the right hand and when you turned 


to the left, J 30. 20,21. What earneſt and ardent deſires 


had you in choſe dayes after Communion with Chriſt in the holy 
Sacraments? With deſire you deſired to partake of the Seals of 
the Covenant. You thought your Evidences for Heaven not 
ſure nor authentick, unleſs the Broad Seals of the Kingdome 
were annexed, What ſolicitude was there in thoſe dayes to 
ſeek, the Lord after the right Order ? What ſearching of the holy 
Scriptures, what Collations among your Leaders, both in their 


private Meetings and publick Councils and Synods, to finde 


out the Order, which Chriſt hath conſtituted and eſtabliſhed 
in bis Houſe? What fer vent zeal was there then againſt Secta- 
ries and Hereticks, and all manner of Heterodoxies? Te ce 
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t of Love wi bowels and mer- 
Alectionate care was there one of another | what a 
in Croſſes and Comforts, weeping with thoſe 
__ ire kno ng wich choſe = be 
| eh among you, that ſaw theſe Churches i» 
mw . „ and mow de you * 4 »ow ? Are they not 
N your e in compariſ- on thereof, «« wothing ? How i the 
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Errand into the Wilderneſs. * ' 
trangely altered? Doch not a carcleſs, remiſs, flat, 
dead trame of ſpirit, grow in upon us ſecretly, ſtrongly, pro- 

linances, areas though had 
— — e 
not; and they that pray, à8 t x ayed not; and 
that receive Sacraments, as . 1 not; 
and they that are exerciſed in the holy things, uſing them by the 
by, as matters of cuſtome and ceremony, fo as not to hinder 
their eager proſecution of other things which their hearts are 
ſer upon, Yea and in ſome particular Congregations amongſt 
us, is there not in fead of 4 ſweet ſmell, « ſtink? and in eau 
of a girdle, a rent ? and in ſtead of a ftomacher, 4 girding with 
ſackcleth ? and burning in ſtead of beauty? yea the Vinjard is 


ea 
all overgrown With thorns, and nettles cover 4 face thercof, and 
the ſtone wall thereof is broken down, Prov.24 31. yea, and chat 


which is the moſt ſad and certain ſign of calamity appr 
Tniqnity abonnaeth, and the love of many waxeth cold, Mat.24 12. 
Pride, Contention, Worldlineſs, Covetouſneſs, Luxury, Drut- 
kenneſs and Uncleanneſs break in like a flood upon us, and | 
men grow cold in their love to God and to one 
man be cold in his bed, let them lay on the more clothes, 
beat: but we are like co Devid in his old age, 0 
vered him With clothes, but he gat no heat, 2 Sam.1.1. The Lor 
heaps mercies, favours, bleſſings upon us, and loads us — 
wit h his benefits, but all his love and cannot hear and 
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hear and melt the coldeſt Iron: but how oft hach che Lord caſt 
us into the hot furnace of AﬀiRion and Tribulation, and we 


have been ſcorched and burnt, = not melted, but hardened. 
t 


thereby, 1/a.63.17., How long hath God kept us in the furnace 
day after day, moneth after moneth, year after year ). but all 
our Afflictions, Croſſes, Trials have not been able to keep our 
hearts in a warm temper. | 
No let me freely deliberate with . 
Cauſes and Ground of ſuch — f -* rings in our affe- 
ions to, and eſtimation of that which we came into the Wil- 
derneſs to enjoy? Is it becauſe _ is uo bread,” weither i there 
8 E any 
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erer ciſe of faith, which ought to be, in our atteadance | 
the Lord in his holy . Chriſt came to Mane 
wich his heart full of love and compaſſion, and his hands full 
of bleſſings to beſtow upon bis old Acquaintance and Neigh- 
hours, amorg whom he had been brought up, but their Va- 

belief reſtrained his tender mercies, Pars, thy his Omnipotent 
hands, that he could not do any great or illuſtrious Miracle a- 
wongſt them. Aat,13.58. Mark 6.5,6. He centd do — a 
| f mighty. 
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mighty work— and he' marvelled becanſe of their 1 uo · 
Ed Graeme the grace and power of Chriſt, and hinders the 
communication of divine faydurs and ſpecial mercies, - The ' 


word preached profits not, when ic is not mixed with faith in 
them that hear it, Heb. 4.2. We may pray earneſtly, but if we 
ask not in faith, how can we expect to receive any thing of. tue 
Lord? Pam. 1.6, 7. 2 brat 
But though Unbelief be the principal, yet it is not the ſole 
cauſe of our decayes and languiſhings: Inordinate world, 
C ares, predominant Luſta, and malignant Paſſions and Diftempers 
ſtifle and choak the Word, and quench our aſſect ons to the 
age pas God, Lab 8. 14. The Manna ye rr 
in the morning, when the Sun waxed hot, it meked; Exod. 16. 
21. Ic was a fearful Judgement on Dathanand Aliram, that 
the earth opened its mouth and ſwallowed them up. How many 
Profeſſors of —— are ſwallowed up alive by earthly aſſe- 
ctions? Such as eſcape the Lime-pit of Hbariſaical Hypecrifie," 
fall into the Coal. pit of Sadductan Atheiſm and Epicuriſm.. Pha- 
riſaiſm and Sadduceiſm do almoſt divide the Profeſſing World-. 
berween them, Some ſplit upon the Rock: of affeRed oſtenta- B's 
tion of ſingular Piety and Holineſs, and others are drawn 
into the 1hirpee!,, and periſh in the Gulf of Senſuality and“! 
Luxury. 4 Ye. 
lf any queſtion how ſeaſonable ſuch a Diſcourſe may be up- | © 27 
on ſuch 4 Day, as this . let him conlider 5 Hag. 2. 10— 14. „ 
In the four and twentieth day of the ninth moneth, in tbe ſecond © 
Jear of Darius, came the word of the Lord by -itagg#i the Pre èðĩ?ié 
phet, ſaying, Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Ach now the rie. 
concatming the law, ſaying, If one bear bol) fleſh in the abirt of 52.568 
his garment, and with his rt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, 9 
or ol, or any meat, ſhall it be holy ? Aud the-Priefts anfwered and 
ſaid, No. Thin ſaid Haggai, If one that ts nnclean by a dead © I 
body, touch any of theſe, ſhall it be uncltan? And the Prieſts au- „ 
ſ ve red and ſaid, It ſhall be unclean, Then anſwered: Haggniand ; 
aid, So us this people, and ſou this nation before me, ſaith the 
Lord; and ſo ig every work, of their hands, and that which they 
Fer there is uncitan. It was an high and great day, wherein 
C 3 the 
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leanneſs both of their 
at they might be deeply 
| carry on their preſent Work more 
was their uncleanneſs ? Their eager 
"private Intereſts, cook off their hearts and af- 
Houſe of God, It ſeems. they 
hat che Altar ſtood upon its Ba- 
ed thereon, and the building 
untill a fir opportunity were 
ition ; and having 
id the Temple: 
that their for- 


th them to go on with the work in hand, 
emple, promiling them from this day to 


Of Exhortation, To excite and ſtir us all up to 
trend and profecute our Errand into the Wilderneſs. ' To 
. ., hat perpeſt came we into this place, and what expect ation drew 
r ? Surely, not the ex ion of tudicroms Levity. 
dans not bicher to fee 4 Reed Bates withrbe Wind. Then 
+, Jrrmotus be Reeds, fight; empty, vain, hollow hearted Profeſ- 
due ſhaken wich every wind of Temptation: but ſolid, ſeri- | 
du and ſober Ohriltians, conſtant and ſtedfaſt in the Profeſfion 
wm prsctice of the Truth, Trees 7 ter the planting 


* 


2 
n 


f the Lore, that be ray bt glori fult che proleMion 
e Opinien a 
Alm, there is ſurb uari ien * 
men, chat We kn — to Ares ge uf F 


Were there not as various and diſſerene Opinions Wang 
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Errand into the wilderneſs. = 0 
the Perſon of Chriſt, even in the dayes of his fleſh ? Some ſaid - E | 
that He was obe the B tit, ſome Elie, others Peremias, or 93 


one of the — Some' ſaid he was a gluttonous man, 
and 2 wine-bibber, a friend of publicans- and ſinners : others 
ſaid He was a Samaritan, and had a Devil; yet the Diſciples 
knew what to believe, whom ſay Je that I am? Thou art —- 
Chriſt, the Son of the living God, Mar 16.15,16. The various _ 
. beterodox 1 +> x the people, ſerve as a foil or tinctur ed 5 
leaf to ſer off the luſtre and beauty of the Orthodox and Apo- 
ſtolical Faith. This is truly commendable, when in ſuch va- 
riety and diverſity of A 14 you are not byaſſed by 
any finiſter — . diſcern, embrace and profeſs the 
Truth, as it is in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Ju i what perpoſe came we into the wildermſs, and phat e- 
pect ation drew ws hither ? Not the expeRation of Conrtly +4 ICT LEES. 
and Delicacy. We came not hither to ſee men clothed ire "454 
Courtiert. The affeRation of Courtly Pomp and Gallantry, is IIS. 
very unſuitable in a Wilderneſs. Gorgeous Artire is comely in a” 
ET if it exceed not the limits of Chr inen dern. e 
: but exceſs in King ef pil Prince wn not divine Vengeance. 
Zeph.1 8.— 1 wit ary e 2 
and all ſuch as are clothed Tuns Frange App. 
haughrineſs of the Ladies of Zion » 
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ces Courts? 
To what purpoſe then came we into hs 225 
pelt ation drew un hither ? Was it n 
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Patent from our Soveraign, we left our Counter „ Kindred d- 
Fathers houſes, and came into theſe wilde Woods: 5 and Deen? 
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don? NMicah 6.3. O my people, what have I done unto thee, and 
3 herein have I wearied thee ? teſtifie againſt me. Jer. 2. 5. What 


38” iniquity bave your fathers found in me, that they are gone far 
fem mne ver. 3 1. O generation, ſee ye the word of the Lord: 
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18 A-Recognition of New- Englands 
where the Lord hath planted us, and made us dell in 4 place of 
eur own; that we might move no more, and that the children. o 
Wickeaneſs might not afflift us any more, 2 Sam. 7. 10. What is it 

that diſt ingniſbeth New- England from other Colonies and Plan- 
tations in America? Not our tranſportation over the Atlantic 
Ocean, but the Miniſtry of Gods faithful Prophets, and the 
fruition of his holy Ordinances. Did not the Lord bring the 

| Phil-flims from C aphtor, and the Aſſyrians _- Kir, as well as 
dſrael from the land of Egypt ? Amos 9.7. But 2 a Prophet the 
Lord brought Iſrael aut of Egypt, and by a Prophet was be pre- 
ſerved, Hol. 12. 13. What, is the Price and Eſteem of Gods 
NN and their faithſul Diſpenſations, now fallen in our 

ts e . 

The hardſhips, difficulties and ſufferings, which you have 
expoſed your ſelves unto, that you might dwell in the Houſe of 
the Lord, and leave your Little Ones under the ſhadow of the 
wings of the God of 1/-acl, have not been few nor ſmall, And 
we now withdraw our ſelves and our Little Ones from un- 
der thoſe healing Wings, and loſe that full Reward, which the 
| hin his heart and hand to beſtow upon us? Did we 
not with Mary chooſe this for our Part, to fit at Chriſts feet 
... and hear bis word? and do we now repent of our choice, and 
prefer the Honours, Pleaſures and Profits of the world before 
it? Tow did run well: who doth hinder you, that you ſhould not 


2 Gal. 5. 7. 
Hath the Lord been wanting to us, or failed our expecta- 


. have I been a-wilderngſs unto Iſrael? a land of darkneſs? May 
not the Lor ſay unto us, as Pharaoh did to Hadad, 1 King. 11. 
22. What haſt thou lacked with me, that behold, thou ſethe to go 
o thine own Conntry ? Nay, What could have been done more, then 


hat the Lord hath done for us? 1/a.5.4. | 
os How ſadly hath the Lord teſtified againſt us, becauſe of = 
hſs 


—— 
- 


Errand into the Wilderneſs. 


bſs of our for fb love, our remi ſaneſe and a 2 
Work? Why hach the Lord ſmitten us with Blaſting and _ 
* Mildew _ ſeven years together, ſuperadding ſometimes ſe- ==. 
vere Drought, — great Tempeſts, Floods, and ſweep- © 
ing Rains, that leave no food behinde them? Is it not be- 
cauſe the Lords Houſe lyeth waſte > Temple-work in our 
Hearts, Families, Churches is ſhamefully neglected? What 
| ſhould I make mention of S; net in the Heavens and in the 
Earth, Blazing-Smirs, Earthquakes , dreadful Thunders and 
Lighting fearful Burnvings? W t meaneth the hear of his 
eat Anger, rr Adors? 
In locking ucking ſuch burning Lights out of the Can- 
| my The prin Fo our Hedges; the Corner- 


ithful 1 2 


ligence in his 


Scattering of the Flock, = B redo 
and the turning, of the Song of - 
1 0 | 9 
It is. high time for us to remember whence we are fallen eg . 
repent, and do our firſt works, Wherefore let us /ift 72 . 
hands that hang down, and ftrengthen; the ferblt knees, and _ BY 1 as a 
make ſtraight * for our feet, leſt that which 4 lame 4% 2 | 
woe out of the way, but kt it rather be bealed, PEW. 5 


Labour we to redreſs our Fainti and Swervings, 
addreſs our ſelves to the Work of the Lord, Let us rie 
and build, and the Lord will be wich us, A from- thisay 


wil he bleſs us, 

Alas, we are 2 and impotent our hands are wine. wy 
our ſtrength dr ied up. 

Kemember the man that * 2 wichered hand! _ 


. 


ſurunk up = wry Power of Chriſt ) 
Command, enabled the man to ſtretch forth his withered 
band, and. in {trerching it forth, reſtored it whole, like as the 


4 . 


| in the Conſcience, there is effeual grace accompanying 
it to tus healing of our Spiritual Feebleneſs and Impotency, 
and the enabling of us to perform the duty incumbent on 
2. Though we have no might, no yet at Chriſt's 
Command, make an eſſay. Where the word of a King is, there 
power. | | 
"But alas, aur Bruiſe u incurable and our Wonnd grie vous, 
or hn to repair the Breach, there is no healing Medi- 
The Lord Jeſas, the grest Phyſician- of - 7-«e/, hath under- 
taken the Cure, 7 wil . bealth unto thee, and 7 will Wal 
tb ef thy Wwonnds,' ſaith the Lord, Jer.30.17. No caſe is to 
be accounted deſperate or incurable, which Chriſt takes in 
band. H ho undertake to heal. Pair his daughter, he will 
have her dia eſteemed but 4 ſeep, in reference to his * 
She 1s not dead, but ſicepeth, Mat. 9.24. When Chriſt came 


to Latatu his grave, and bade them take away the ſtone, 
Martha ſaith, Ee. this time be ſtinketh, for he hath been 
dead four dayes : But Chriſt anſwer eth, Said 7 mot unto thee, 


=” that if thaw wouldefb believe, thew ſponldeft ſee the glory of God ? 

VPP. 11. 40. Let N to God by b ieving bis würd and 

wee ſhall have real and experimental manifeſtations of his glory 

ſor our good and comfort. „ 

„ "But. alas, onr hearts are ſadly prejudiced againſt the Means 

and Inſtruments, by which we might expelt that Chrift ſhould 
cure ang heal 9, SE | 

Were not the hearts of Pon Diſciples leavened with car- 

| cal emulation and prejudices again, Clrif hinſelf? They 

- would. 
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p, and the Nerves and Sinews , 


other, Where the Soveraignty of Chriſt's Command takes 
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eee 
would not own him to be the Meſſias, ror bellow thet 
Maſter's T concerning him: inſomuch he Lord 
ſaw ic: neceſſary that en ſhould decreaſe and be abaſed, 
that Chr ny © egcreaſe and be exalted; and ve. 
ſuffered. Hered to ſhut up Feb in priſom, e 6 
durance about twelve moneths, and at ro em off bn _ 
head, that 's theſe | Is 
and when obs was 
—— with the 95 5 
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the Lord frtreth King for ever, Plal. 29. 10. 
the fea, and his 1 in the great Waters, ' 
not known , Pal. 77. 19. He flilleth the 0 0 of 
woiſe of their waves, and the tumult of the 
He ſaith to the raging Sea, Peact , - 75 
ceaſeth, and there is a great Cabs, 
enable his to tread and — 2 
a and ſwim E the waters, is an eaſie l 9 — 1 8 ur 
walk upon the waters, as a pavement, | 1 * 
der. Peter at Chriſt's came down ons 'of tbe joup © 
walked on the water to 6 to fee, Matth. 14. 29. 
long as his Faith held, it upheld him from finkingy* wen 
his Faith failed, his b — funk: bur he 2 2 1 155 0h,” 
and he ftretched forth his hand” and c anden 
him, O thou of little faith, whirifore didſ 
: L. 3 bread ? The ry 
the labour of the Hu an fails, * 
Hear Chriſt's anſwer to l Diſciples, when « hey ne. 
troubled, becauſe there was but one. Loaf in 5 


* 7 hitle faith , * reaſon ”, beendfe you — ” brea 6 8 
D 2 erk | 
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